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1.—THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS EUROPEAN ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION.—ILI. 


HE article published in the last number of this BULLETIN, No. 25, 
T dated May 7th, 1931, gave some account of the work done since 
the beginning of the year by the Commission of Enquiry into 
European Federal Union in setting up three sub-committees, and the 
proceedings in the first of these, that dealing with agricultural credits, 
were outlined up to the point when, on April 20th, a draft scheme was 
adopted by the Commission of Enquiry providing for the establish- 
ment of an international mortgage bank. The second of the sub- 
committees appointed has been concerned with the measures to be 
taken to assure the export of the future harvest surpluses of Hastern 
Europe, among which measures it includes the scheme of preferential 
tariffs, since both at the Tariff Truce Conference in March and at the 
Economie Conference in November, 1930, the Central European States 
lad asked for preferential treatment from the industrial countries in 
order tg assist them in disposing of their wheat. 

The first step was taken by the Secretariat of the League which, 
on February 7th, 1931, addressed a letter to all the members of the 
Commission of Enquiry reminding them of the resolutions adopted 
in January (') and informing them that, at the suggestion of M. Briand, 
a meeting would be held in Paris to deal with the wheat problem. 
It was to be divided into two parts, one, opening on February 23rd, to 
discuss means for the disposal of the existing stocks in the Danube 
countries, and the second, on February 26th, to outline plans for 
dealing with future surpluses. Twenty-four States took part (*) 
in the first part of the work, and concluded their work with the issue 
of a report, in which the three principal findings were as follows: 
(1) That examination of the position had made it evident that the 
existing surplus stocks only represented a small proportion of the 
needs of the importing States; in other words, that the situation was 
less serious than had been feared ; and (2) that the importing countries 
were quite ready to codperate fully in purchasing from their 
agricultural neighbours, on condition that the price and quality were 
suitable. This provision was regarded as largely destroying the value 
of the gesture, but was accounted for by the fact that during the 
negotiations the Danube wheat sellers were found to be asking prices 
considerably above the current ruling level. The quantity awaiting 
disposal, i.e., the surplus from the 1930 crop, was estimated at about 
3,500,000 tons, and sixteen States signed an Act favouring the purchase 
of this amount. The eight others, which included Great Britain, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden and Spain did not sign, 
the refusal in Britain’s case being due to the need of considering the 
possible claims of the Dominions. 





(1) Foran outline of these see the previous article in the Bulletin of May 7th, 1931. 
(2) Twenty-seven were invited, but Albania, Norway and Portugal did not attend, 
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The third conclusion arrived at was to the effect that owing to the 
diversity of business practices in the different countries an identical 
solution of the problem of disposal was not feasible, but it was decide 
that special negotiations should begin at once, in view of the fact that 
the parties to the Act just referred to were prepared to reserve a pro- 
portion of their purchases to the wheat originating in the countries 
concerned, and that a report on the subject should be made to the next 
session of the Commission. 

To turn to the second question, that of dealing with future surpluses, 
this was discussed on February 26th and following days, and ended 
with the adoption of a resolution placing on record that this was 
a world problem, the solution of which could only be possible on a 
universal basis. It was found that the total cereal-growing areas had 
not increased since 1913, but that the yield per acre was slightly 
higher. World production was now in excess of needs and of con- 
suming power (though this was not the case in Europe), and it was, 
therefore, in the interest of all countries to act in concert to prevent 
an intensification of the crisis. 

During the discussions many figures were produced to show the 
extent to which stocks had accumulated during the past few years, 
Thus, the world stocks of wheat in 1926 were given as 324 million 
bushels, whereas the total for the end of 1930 was stated to be 
583 millions.(*) To illustrate the effect of Russia’s re-entry into the 
market it was estimated that the Soviet Union had, during the 
period from August, 1930, to the end of February, 1931, supplied 
25 per cent. of Europe’s needs. It was for this reason that several 
of the delegates, and notably those of Germany, insisted upon the 
importance of the collaboration of the U.S.S.R. in their work, as 
well as of non-European countries, but this view brought to light a 
cleavage of opinion as to the functions and aims of the Committee. 
The previous article on the work of the Commission of Enquiry gave 
some account of the attempts made in France to exclude the Soviet 
Union from the deliberations, but it may be added here that in the 
course of the meeting of February 26th a French delegate contested 
the view that the collaboration of non-European countries was 
essential to success. He maintained that the presentation of a 
common European front would help them vis-d-vis the overseas 
States; and that it was from this point of view and that of the 
political outlook that the work of the Committee as regarded in 
France was clear from the comments of the press. Writing on 
February 24th the Temps said that in considering the techaical aims 
of the meeting the delegates should remember the fact that its real 
object was to extend a larger measure of political stability to the 


(3) According to an authority on the wheat position, a normal world carry-over is 
about 400 million bushels, or say, 5,700,000 tons. At the end of July this year the carry- 
over is estimated at about 600 to 700 million bushels, or from 200 to 300 millions in excess 
of normal. This excess is about equal to the present stocks accumulated in the hands of 
the American Farm Board. The total world production and consumption is given as 
something like 4,500 million bushels. 
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Rast European States. Thus, the responsibilities of the Governments 
represented were clear, and a gesture of solidarity towards these 
European outposts would have to be made, in the interest of European 
union. “In this way,” concluded the paper, “the grain conference 
takes on an important political significance by reason of the fact that 
it marks the beginning of a new kind of European collaboration.” 

To conclude this outline of its work, the question of preferential 
treatment through tariffs was also considered, but it was found to 
bristle with difficulties, owing to the inclusion of the most-favoured- 
nation clause in most of the commercial treaties existing between 
the States concerned. Actually, therefore, no definite steps were 
taken to put any system of preference through tariffs into effect. 

The information which was pooled during these Paris meetings 
was made use of by the Wheat Conference which was held in Rome 
on March 26th and following days. This Conference was called by 
the International Institute of Agriculture in collaboration with the 
League, and aimed at a rationalisation of the world wheat situation. 
It was attended by representatives of forty-six countries, whose 
discussions very soon led to the conclusion that the problem was a 
world one, the only feasible solution of which could be found in some 
form of universal co-operation. Figures were produced to show that 
the annual average surplus of wheat produced amounted to 
approximately 400 million bushels, and plans were outlined for 
cutting down the acreages under cultivation in Canada, Australia, 
Argentina and the U.S.A. This brought the question of Russian 
production very much to the front, since it was fully realised that 
the Soviet Government would not be willing to put its signature to 
any engagement restricting production in the future or withholding 
shipments abroad, and yet, leaving Russian supplies out of the 
question, the existing surplus stocks in North and South Americ: 
and Australia were estimated to more than suffice to supply all the 
needs of Europe for the present year.(‘) In fact, the Conference 
may be said to have been dominated by the question as to what 
the U.S.S.R. would do. The answer was supplied by the Soviet 
delegate, M. Kissin, who told the Conference quite plainly that his 
Government had no intention of restricting the production of wheat 
and was quite unmoved by any threats of retaliation which might 
be used by other countries in an endeavour to bring influence to 
bear. Speaking on the third day of the meeting he remarked that 
it resulted from what had so far been said that the Conference could 
arrive at no decision without the intervention and participation of 
the Soviet delegation, and added that the Russian production of 
wheat had not as yet reached the pre-war level, and, consequently, 
the Soviet Union could not consider any reduction. They would not 
practise dumping, he continued, but the rapid increase in their 





(4) Figures were produced to show that the existing stocks in the Western Hemisphere 
and Australia left over from last year’s crop amounted to 17,800,000 tons, while the total 
requirements of Europe, over and above her own production, were 16 million tons. 
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population rendered necessary a proportionate increase in wheat 
growing. Finally, referring to a threat made by the Argentine 
delegate that South American countries would denounce their 
commercial treaties with European States unless the latter refrained 
from buying Soviet wheat, he said that this left the Soviet quite 
unconcerned, because all initiative which aimed at excluding from 
economic relations a country occupying one-sixth of the surface of 
the globe was destined to failure. M. Kissin was willing, however, 
to consider the possibility of a better regulation of their exports, 
and declared that this would ‘“ depend in a large measure on the 
satisfactory financing of a portion of our exports.” 

As the discussions proceeded serious divergencies between the 
points of view of the South American and the Danubian countries 
were brought to light, and this, in addition to the fact that the U.S.A. 
and Brazil were not represented, made it difficult for the Conference 
to produce any concrete results. The delegates took refuge in a 
decision to make arrangements for a much smaller gathering, represent- 
ing only the countries with an exportable surplus, to discuss future 
plans for “‘ orderly marketing,’ and this body held its first meeting in 
London on May 18th. 

Eleven countries were represented, i.e., Australia, Canada, the 
U.S.A., the U.S.S.R., Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Rumania and Yugo-slavia, all exporters of wheat ; in fact, it has been 
estimated that their aggregate exports amount to 98 per cent. of the 
exports of the whole world. The proceedings were conducted in 
private, but on the opening day the High Commissioner for Canada, 
who presided, stated that the purpose of the Conference was to discuss 
‘* the abnormal situation which has arisen and is forcing those engaged 
in the agricultural industry to sell their wheat below the cost of 
production.’”’ The Conference, would, therefore, have to direct its 
attention to (1) the disposition of the present accumulated stocks in 
the various countries, and (2) improved methods for handling and 
distributing the wheat surplus of the future. 

To return to the work of the Commission of Enquiry, it remains to 
give some account of the proceedings in the third of the sub-committees 
set up by that body on January 21st Jast. This was the organisation 
committee, whose function was to plan the general work and rules of 
procedure of the Commission of Enquiry and draft the agenda for the 
meeting of the latter scheduled to take place in Geneva on May 15th. 
It held its first session on March 24th and 25th in Paris, when the 
proceedings were opened by a somewhat vague speech by M. Briand. 
The atmosphere was overcast by the announcement, received only 
three days earlier, of the proposed Austro-German Customs Union, 
and apart from this, the fact that neither Herr Curtius nor Signor 
Grandi were able to attend, robbed the gathering of some of its interest 
and authority. The provisional agenda for the Commission’s next 
session was drafted, but the question of a definite organisation to 
carry out the Briand scheme of European Federal Union was shelved. 
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The agenda included (1) the discussion of a report concerning the 
constitution, organisation, and methods of work of the Commission ; 
(2) the question of the co-operation of the Free City of Danzig in all 
the economic work of the Commission ; and (3) economic questions, 
and especially the world-economic depression in so far as it affects 
Europe as a whole. 

The sub-committee also agreed unanimously upon a report on the 
constitution and methods of work of the Commission, in which it was 
pointed out that the latter was an organ of the League of Nations, but 
that it was open to it to pursue its enquiries in conjunction with non- 
European members and with European non-member Governments. 
It accordingly decided to invite “‘ certain European Governments not 
members of the League to take part in the study of the world economic 
crisis as it affects the European countries as a whole.’’ As a League 
Commission, it was its duty to report to the Council and Assembly, 
which would decide what action was to be taken on its results. It was 
also decided that States members of the League not represented on the 
Commission were entitled to send observers and to submit their views, 
and these States would share in the general supervision exercised by 
the Council and the Assembly over all the Commission’s proceedings. 
Acting on this, the Commission has already invited several European 
Governments not members of the League to take part in the study of 
the world economic crisis in so far as it affects the European States as 
a whole, and it has set up ad hoc committees to deal with special 
questions. 

In reviewing the work achieved it is significant that the elaborate 
proposals for a separate organisation, such as appeared to be con- 
templated in M. Briand’s original Memorandum of May, 1930, were 
completely abandoned, while it is also now evident that the whole 
problem of European federation is to be approached primarily from 
the economic standpoint. The British view, that a beginning should 
be made with economic coéperation, was put forward strongly by 
Mr. Henderson, who thought that this could best be accomplished by 
considering how the economic difficulties of Europe could be dealt 
with and measuring the degree of initial assistance which the States 
could afford one another. M. Briand was extremely cautious, and 
advised a middle course between the two evils of a too ambitious 
project, exceeding the province of a temporary body, and a too severe 
limitation of the statutes of an organisation the duration of which 
could not be foreseen. He was in favour of prominence being given to 
economic problems, but expressed the view, on more than one occasion, 
that this must not be to the ultimate exclusion of all other questions, 
No doubt he had in mind the possibility of further modifications to 
his plans being rendered necessary by the Austro-German move 
announced to the world on March 21st, aiming at the conclusion of 
a Customs Union between the two countries. At any rate he has 
since been busying himself with the formulation of plans having for 
their object the setting on foot of a counter-scheme, and a meeting 
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was held in Paris on April 17th, under the auspices of the French 
Government, at which arrangements were discussed for the economic 
organisation of agriculture through the coéperation of the agricultural 
with the industrial States. The Matin announced, on the same day, 
that the conference was due to the initiative of Great Britain, Italy, 
Poland and the countries of the Little Entente, who had proposed to 
the French Government an enquiry into the means of remedying the 
economic crisis, and stated that these seven Governments would 
shortly draft ‘‘a vast programme” concerning tariffs and other 
economic matters which they would present at Geneva as a counter- 
proposal to that of Germany and Austria. The discussions were 
reported to have two particular objects, the first, to induce the States 
which needed wheat to purchase their requirements from the Balkan 
countries, and the second, to bring about a closer union of the States 
concerned, to rationalise agricultural production and to organise 
opposition to Soviet Russia. At the conclusion of the proceeding 
an official communiqué was issued which, however, gave little 
indication that the realisation of any of the objects just mentioned 
had been brought very much closer. It merely indicated that the 
scope of the plan was to afford some relief to the countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe, while remaining within the League of Nations 
** without which there can be no true organisation of peace.’’ It was 
not until the meeting of the Commission of Enquiry itself, which was 
held on May 15th at Geneva, that anything was known of the details 
of the counter-plan on which M. Briand had been working. On the 
second day, after a statement on the economic crisis by Dr. Curtius 
which brought the French Foreign Minister to his feet with a protest 
against the Customs Union scheme, a memorandum was circulated 
among the members of the Commission containing a series of proposals 
drafted by the French delegation as an alternative to the system of 
regional agreements advocated by Germany. The suggestions here 
put forward may be summarised as follows :— 

(1) That over-production of grain in Eastern and Central Europe 
should be eased by means of preferential tariffs with industrial 
countries, and by cooperative marketing, through a single sales 
bureau. 

(2) International industrial co6peration was urged for the benefit 
of manufacturing countries, and, as successful examples of this, the 
memorandum pointed to the cartels dealing with rails, steel, electric 
equipment, and chemical products. Goods marketed under such 
cooperative schemes should be allowed to enter foreign countries 
duty-free. 

(3) The lack of capital and credit in Eastern and Central Europe 
should be remedied by a programme of financial codperation, and 
especially by a system of international agricultural credits. 

The French Government is prepared, it was stated, to examine 
with French banks the conditions under which they can give assistance 
in the financing of harvests. It is proposed that State loans should 
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be floated on the international money market under the control of 
a new branch of the League of Nations, or of the Finance Committee 
of the League. 

(4) With regard to Austria, it was suggested that widened markets 
should be arranged in conjunction with the League for the benefit of 
Austrian manufactured goods, on the ground that it was the duty 
of those Powers to whom she pledged herself not to alienate her 
econonmic independence, to assist her. 

The memorandum did not confine itself to constructive proposals, 
however, for it also contained an indictment of the Austro-German 
scheme. This was developed at some length, and was divided into 
three parts. 

The first part points out that, under the Treaties of Versailles 
and St. Germain, and by the 1922 Protocol governing the loan to 
Austria, Austria is prohibited from taking any action diminishing 
her independence without first consulting the League Council. 
Germany is similarly bound to respect strictly Austria’s independence. 

“The proposed Austro-German Customs pact,’’ says the memo- 
randum, “‘ would constitute between two so-called independent States 
the same commercial régime as existed within the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire from 1867 to 1918.” 

The second part declares that the Austro-German Pact is a 
violation of international law because it would deprive other States 
which have commercial treaties with Austria and Germany of the 
advantage of the most-favoured-nation clauses in their treaties. 

In the third portion emphasis is laid upon the probable conse- 
quences of an Austro-German Customs Union. These are given as 
follows :— 

(1) Austrian agricultural and industrial interests would be brought 
under the German tariff régime, which is higher than the Austrian 
schedule. This would increase Austria’s costs of living. 

(2) Other States would find themselves virtually barred from 
German and Austrian markets. 

(3) Regional tariff unions, which have never been recommended 
by the League of Nations, could only result in the creation of hostile 
economic groups. 

(4) As shown by history, such intimate economic alliances result 
in political unions that endanger European peace. 

M. Briand’s speech on the opening day of the Commission’s session 
was confined to generalities, but the aims of French policy in so far as 
they were constructive in character were set forth in detail by 
M. Francois Poncet, who explained and amplified the statements 
published in the Memorandum. Thus the matter stood on May 18th, 
and it is only possible to add here that the German and Austrian 
delegates agreed to the proposal, made on that day by Mr. Henderson, 
that the juridical question as to the legality of the proposed Customs 
Union should be referred to the Permanent Court of International 


Justice for an advisory opinion. 
H. L. 
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II.—_ CHRONOLOGY. 
Argentine. 

May 8th.—Av anti-Government movement amongst the students of 
Buenos Ayres University was reported to have become so serious that military 
measures were being taken by the President, while a strict censorship was 
imposed on the press. 

May 10th.—The Government issued a decree fixing the elections to the 
National Congress for November Sth. 


Austria. 

May Tth.—In an address to the Vienna Chamber of Commerce, Dr. Schober 
said Austria was suffering chiefly from the fact that the pre-war economic 
territory inhabited by 51 million people was aow cut up by no fewer than 
seven Customs frontiers. The adverse balance of trade of the country in 
1930 was 851 million schillings (say, £24,450,000). 

May 11th.—The Government issued a communiqué stating that owing to 
the losses incurred by the Kreditanstalt the Government was coming to its 
assistance, with the collaboration of the National Bank and of Baron 
Rothschild, and would furnish funds to the extent of about £5 millions. 

May 13th.—The Finance Committee of the National Council adopted the 
Bill enabling the Government to assist the Kreditanstalt by the issue of 
long term Treasury bills and bonds, to the amount of 100 million schillings. 

May 14thThe National Assembly adopted the Government Bill for 
assisting the Kreditanstalt. 

May 15th.—The Federal Council gave its assent to the Bill, which accord- 
ingly assumed the force of law. 

Reports were “current that Rothschilds, together with a syndicate of 
French bankers, was prepared to guarantee to float abroad the 150 million 
schillings (say, £4,300,000) Treasury Bills, authorisation for which the Govern- 
ment was seeking from the League Control Committee at Geneva. A condition 
was made that Austria would abandon all attempts at concluding a Customs 
Union with Germany. 
ey May 18th.—Decision of Council of B.1.S. re discounting of bills by Bank of 
Austria. (See Reparations.) 


Belgium. 

May 9th.—The International Sugar Convention (the Chadbourne plan) 
was ratified in Brussels by the representatives of the industries of Cuba, Java, 
Germany, Belgium, Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia. 

May 13th.—An extradition Treaty with Poland was signed in Brussels. 

May 19th.—Changes were made in the Cabinet which slightly strengthened 
the Flemish element in the Ministry (which was Catholic and Liberal in 
character). 


Bulgaria. 
May 17th.—Mass meetings of protest against the Treaty of Neuilly were 
held in Sofia and at several other centres. 


Canada. 

May 15th—The House of Commons passed unanimously a resolution 
agreeing to Canada’s adherence to the General Act of 1928 for the pacific 
settlement of international disputes. 
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China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

May 7th.—Reports were current at Hong-Kong that the Canton Govern- 
ment had begun to seize the railway revenues to meet war expenses and 
intended restoring likin and retaining excise revenues normally remitted to 
Nanking. 

Canton was understood to have invited Wang Ching-wei to be the civil 
head of an independent Government. 

May 8th.—The Provisional Constitution was presented to the People’s 
Conventioa by Chiang Kai-shek. On the subject of the franchise, the second 
section, dealing with the provincial governments, read, ‘‘ When complete 
district autonomy has been attained iv a district,the citizens of it shall exercise 
powers of election and recall, initiative and referendum. They may also 
elect one representative to the National People’s Congress.” At the same 
time the draft did not provide any representative system, or deprive the 
Kuomintang of the supreme control, since it was to that body that the Govern- 
ment was to be responsible, and not to the people. The latter were to be 
trained for the exercise of political power during the period of tutelage, which 
was to last until the inauguration of the era of constitutionalism. 

By other clauses, citizens were assured of immunity from arrest, imprison- 
ment and punishment, and their dwellings from forcible entry or search 
except in accordance with law. 

It was announced that the new export tariff would come inte force on 
June Ist. Tea, silk, laces, and several other articles, whose export was 
developing, were exempted from duty. 

May 10th.—The People’s Convention adopted a resolution declaring the 
abolition of the “ unequal treaties,” and appointed a special committee to 
prepare a manifesto embodying the declaration. 

May 11th—In a speech in Nanking, Chiang Kai-shek accused Chen 
Chai-tong, the Canton Governor, of seizing the revenues of Kwantung 
Province to the extent of over 5 million Mexican dollars a month, whereas 
the expenses of his five divisions should not exceed 1,500,000 dollars. 

May 12th.—The provisional Constitution of the Republic was adopted 
unanimously by the People’s Convention. 

May 13th.—The People’s Convention unanimously adopted and issued a 
manifesto declaring all unequal treaties with foreign Powers null and void, 
as being “ obsolete and incompatible with present conditions in the country.” 
It regretted the abortive extra-territoriality negotiations, but said the country 
was ready to proceed to any sacrifices to effect the abolition of the unequal 
treaties. 

May 15th—The Canton forces under Chen Chai-tong attacked and 
captured Whampoa, taking the garrison prisoner. Mass meetings were held 
at Canton at which Chiang Kai-shek was denounced. 

The People’s Convention passed a resolution deciding that the new 
“ provisional ” Constitution should come into operation on June Ist, 1931. 

Statement by Chinese Minister re invitations to an international silver 
conference. (See U.S.A.) 

May 18th.—It was reported in Hong Kong that the Kwangsi group were 
in control of Wuchow and Chang Fat-kwai and Pei Chung-hsi were expected 
in Canton for a conference. Chan Chai-tong claimed that the two divisions 
in Kiangsi formerly under the Governor of Canton had decided to join 
him. In Canton a military Government was being formed, and included 
in its personnel Wang Ching-wei, Chang Fat-kwai, Sun Fo, Wang Chung-hui 
and Eugene Chen. 
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


May 6th.—Statements in Parliament by British Foreign Secretary re 
extra-territoriality negotiations and banditry. (See Great Britain.) 

May 11th.—It was learnt that following an exchange of Notes with the 
British Minister in China a settlement had been reached with the Government 
of Malaya regarding the Kuomintang’s status in Malaya and the Federated 
States. It was agreed that the Kuomintang should not be declared an 
illegal society there so long as it was organised wholly outside Malaya and 
that no branches were maintained there or in the Federated States 
(Singapore, etc.). 


Egypt. : 
May 7th—A series of resolutions were drawn up by the Opposition 


executive and agreed to by a number of ex-Premiers, including Nahas Pasha, 
Mahmud Pasha, Adly Pasha and Ziwar Pasha, as well as 23 ex-Ministers, 
for presentation to the King and to the representatives of the foreign Powers. 
The resolutions included adherence to the 1923 Constitution, and declared 
the nullity of Sidky Pasha’s elections and of any treaty signed by any 
Government elected by Sidky’s Parliament. Protests were also made against 
many administrative acts infringing the rights of citizens. This followed 
on the promulgation of an order by the Governor of Cairo, on May 4th, 
forbidding the holding of a National Congress which the Wafd had convoked 
for May 8th. 

May 10th.—A protest against the “ systematic use of British police officers 
and constables to prevent our pacific demonstrations ”’ was addressed to the 
High Commissioner by a body of Pro-Wafd women who had during the 
previous few days been inciting workmen to down tools as a protest against 
the Government. 

May 11th—Nahas Pasha and Mahmud Pasha received a statement 
signed by six Princes, members of the Royal House, intimating their 
adherence to the series of resolutions drawn up as a protest against the 
Government of Sidky Pasha. 

May 12th.—It was officially announced that the ex-Khedive Abbas 
Hilmy had signed a statement formally renouncing his claim to the Throne 
and recognising King Fuad as the legitimate sovereign. He also agreed to 
accept the new Constitution promulgated by Sidky Pasha on October 22nd, 
1930, and to respect the Rescript of April 13th, 1922, establishing the order 
of succession. 

May 13th—Nahas Pasha and Mahmud Pasha handed to the Grand 
Chamberlain, for submission to the King, the manifesto containing the 
protest against the Government. 

May 14th.—Serious rioting occurred in Cairo on the opening day of the 
elections, and 20 people were killed and over 200 injured. Minor disturbances 
also took place at Tanta, Zifta, Port Said and Ashmun. 

May 15th.—It was officially announced that 38 per cent. of the electorate 
had voted in Cairo and 71 per cent. in Alexandria, but only 4 per cent. in 
Port Said. In most of the other urban centres the percentage varied from 
60 to 90, and generally in Middle Egypt the average was 65 per cent. 

Issue of report of the United Kingdom Trade Mission to Egypt. (See 
Great Britain.) 

May 18th.—The final days of the elections resulted in a poll of 65 per cent. 
The Premier stated that the issue had been constitutional and the voting 
showed that the country had accepted the new Constitution, since about 
1,600,009 voters had supported it. 
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Finland. 

May 18th.—Note of protest from Soviet Government against hostile 
propaganda. (See U.S.S.R.) 

May 19th.—The Government published the text of a Note, dated May 16th, 
to the Soviet Government, regarding the deportations from Ingria of a large 
number of Finnish peasant families, which, it was stated, were contrary to the 
guarantees of economic, cultural and communal self-determination which 
the Soviet had accorded the Finns in Ingria by the Treaty of Dorpat. 


France. 

May 6th.—Ratification of Commercial Convention of March, 1930. (See 
League of Nations.) 

May 7th—tThe Bill providing for naval building in 1931 and 1932 was 
tabled in the Chamber. It provided for a battle cruiser of 23,333 tons, and 
two cruisers of 7,500 tons, and minor craft, but no submarines. 

May 8th.—The contract for the issue of a 7 per cent. loan of 1,000 million 
francs (say £8,000,000) to Yugo-slavia was signed in Paris. The issue price 
was 87} per cent. The proceeds were to be applied to the stabilisation of 
the dinar and to the execution of public works. 

During the “debate in the Chamber on the _ interpellations on 
the Government’s policy towards the Austro-German Customs Union a 
Socialist motion for an addition to the Order of the Day was defeated by 
460 votes to 115. (The Order formally condemned the proposed Customs 
Union as being in conflict with the Government’s policy and with treaties.) 
The Chamber subsequently approved the Government’s statement on foreign 
policy by 430 votes to 52. In reply to speeches by M. Franklin-Bouillon 
and other deputies of the Right, who attacked the Foreign Minister’s policy, 
M. Briand claimed that it had resulted in an enhancement of the prestige 
of France. The Peace Treaty had been based on common action by all 
the countries which had fought in the war, and it had been necessary to 
carry out its terms in the conditions of generosity in which the Armistice 
had been concluded. But as the result serious conflicts had been settled 
by peaceful means . . . it was now infinitely more difficult to go to war 
than it had been in the past. That alone represented an enormous advance. 
It had been the fashion to represent France as imperialistic, and the world 
had had to be disabused of that idea. To-day France appeared as the 
soldier of peace. 

He still considered the Customs Union scheme as an attempt primarily 
of an economic character, which demanded of France the elaboration of a 
constructive plan. The European Union was one of those instruments which 
operated in favour of peace, and the existing organisations at Geneva had 
already settled many serious problems. But now they were faced with 
another deplorable event, and he considered that the manner in which he had 
behaved towards those who directed affairs in Germany should have spared 
him gestures of this character, and the country which had created that situation 
had committed a grave psychological error. France had set on foot a con- 
structive plan designed to meet the economic difficulties of Europe ; Germany 
and Austria had declared that they had the right to set up their plan, but his 
reply was that, if they had any such idea, they ought to have discussed it with 
the other Powers, especially with those who had lent them money. 

May 13th.—In the first ballot for the election of President of the Republic 
M. Doumer secured 442 votes, M. Briand 401, and M. Hennessy, 15. M. Briand 
accordingly withdrew his candidature and in the second ballot M. Doumer 
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was elected by 504 votes to 334 given to M. Marraud, while 35 votes were 
cast for other unimportant candidates. (M. Doumer, who was President of 
the Senate, belonged to the Right Centre.) 

May 14th.—M. Briand resigned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but the 
Premier, supported unanimously by the Cabinet, asked him to go to Geneva 
and represent France, both in the Committee for European Federal Union 
and at the meeting of the League Council. M. Briand consented and left for 
Geneva. 

May 16th.—M. Briand’s statement re the Austro-German Customs Scheme 
(See League of Nations.) 

May 18th.—A strike broke out in the textile industry in the Pas de Calais 
and about 110,000 men were reported to have come out. The dispute was 
concerned with the question of the bonus paid by the employers to men 
who worked for over a year in the same factory. and the immediate cause 
was the breach by the employers of an engagement that the contribution 
of 4 per cent. of wages towards insurance should be paid by them. 


Germany. 

May 9th.—In a speech before the Foreign Newspaper Correspondents 
Association, the Foreign Minister referred to M. Briand’s statement in the 
French Chamber the previous day and repeated that the economic union of 
Germany with Austria would constitute a purely economic step and that the 
legal case against it remained unproven. Anyone who suspected that it was 
based on political motives entirely failed to understand the urgency of the 
economic motives which drove the two countries to an agreement which would 
widen the scope of their markets mutually. He said Germany welcomed any 
schemes whatsoever which would supplement regional agreements, and would 
willingly co-operate in such work. He only regretted that the so-called French 
counter-project had not yet been made available to the German Government ; 
in this matter other Governments had been preferred. 

May 11th.—Government’s communication re armaments figures published 
by the League Secretariat. (See League of Nations.) 

May 12th.—Speaking at an election meeting, the Minister of Finance said 
that unemployment in 1930-31 had cost the Government 3,000 million marks, 
and in addition, they had to pay 4,000 millions for internal and external war 
burdens, and to continue doing this was impossible. 

May 16th.—Dr. Curtius’ statement at Geneva. (See League of Nations.) 

May 19th.—The 10,000-tons cruiser Deutschland was launched at Kiel. 


Great Britain. 

May 6th.—A record of the proceedings of the Indian Round Table Confer- 
ence Sub-Committees on Defence, Minorities, Provincial Constitution, Burma, 
North-West Frontier Province, Franchise, Services, and Sind, was published 
by the Stationery Office as a Blue Book. 

The Foreign Secretary informed the House of Commons that the negotia- 
tions for a treaty concerning extra-territoriality with the Chinese Government 
had broken down upon British insistence that the Treaty Ports should be 
excluded temporarily from the agreement under which extra-territorial 
privileges would be abolished. The British Government had felt compelled 
to maintain their attitude because any sudden change in jurisdiction in the 
ports could only lead to chaos, and because other Powers were concerned. — 

In reply to questions re banditry in China, Mr. Henderson said that during 
the past two years 15 British subjects had been captured, all of whom had 
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escaped or had been released. Eight others had been murdered and one had 


died in captivity. 

May 7th.—The report of the British Economic Mission to the Far East 
was published in London. 

It was reported that Sub-Committee B of the Anglo-Soviet Joint Committee, 
dealing with the claims of British bond-holders on the Soviet Government, 
had decided to inform the main Committee that further progress was impossible 
in view of the attitude adopted by the Soviet delegates. 

May 15th.—The Report of the United Kingdom Trade Mission to Egypt 
was published by the Stationery Office. 

May 18th.—In the House of Commons Mr. Benn, in reply to questions as 
to whether it had been made clear that safeguards should form an essential 
condition of the consideration by Parliament of an Indian federal scheme, 
pointed out that the published results of the Delhi conversations showed that 
the constitutional discussions were to be resumed on the scheme outlined by 
the Round Table Conference, and it was explicitly recognised that the reserva- 
tions or safeguards were just as essential part of the scheme as were federation 
and Indian responsibility. 

During a debate on relations with the U.S.S.R. Sir Austen Chamberlain 
complained that the Labour Party had pledged itself beforehand to renew 
diplomatic relations ; its bargaining power had accordingly been lost, and it 
could not insist upon any conditions as to abstention from propaganda. 

The Prime Minister, in reply, admitted that the Soviets had repeatedly 
broken the pledge to abstain, but not seriously enough to make it worth while 
for the British Government to go back, and a breach would only make 
| matters worse. Dumping, even if it existed, was a breach of no pledge. 


May 19th.—The Secretary of State circulated a statement regarding the 
' situation in Burma for the week ending May 17th. 
Mr. Henderson’s speech at Geneva. (See League of Nations.) 


| Greece. 
May 9th.—The Cabinet approved a Bill embodying the adhesion of the 
Government to the General Act of 1928. 


Hungarys 


May 17th.—A mass meeting of protest against the Treaty of Trianon was 
held at Budapest. 


India. 

May 6th.—Publication of proceedings of Round Table Conference Sub- 
— on Defence, Minorities, Provincial Constitution, etc. (See Great 
sritain.) 

May 15th.—Mr. Gandhi was received by the Viceroy at Simla. Addressing 
an open-air meeting there, Mr. Gandhi said they would have to do their 
part to honour the Delhi agreement quite irrespective of whether the 
Government did its part or not. They should work in the hope that a 
| settlement would be followed by permanent peace, and not by a renewal 
of the struggle. He emphasised that he did not believe in any communal 
pact on paper ; until there was real unity of heart in the demand for swaraj 
from all the communities it would be useless for him to go to London. 

' May 17th—In reply to an interviewer, Mr. Gandhi said that the foreign 
| cloth boycott ought to include Japanese even more than British goods 
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because the former ousted home-spun more effectively than British cloth, 
As regards safeguards he was prepared to go to the “ utmost extent 
consistently with India’s interests and honour.” 
May 19th.—The Government of Burma issued a Communiqué detailing the 
measures taken to deal with the unrest and rebellion in Lower Burma. 
Circulation of statement on situation in Burma by Secretary of State, 
(See Great Britain.) 


Irak. 

May 19th.—It was announced that an agreement had been signed on 
March 24th between the Government and the Irak Petroleum Company, and 
had been ratified by Parliament on May 18th. The Company agreed to 
construct by 1935 a pipe-line from Kirkuk to the Mediterranean, with two 
terminals, one at Tripoli and one at Haifa, the fork being at Haditha ; also to 
pay royalties, etc., to the Government amounting to £400,000 annually, 
The duration of the concession was 70 years from 1925. 


Italy. 

May 15th.—The Budget Committee of the Chamber adopted a resolution 
in the form of a report regarding the Naval Estimates for 1931-32, affirming 
the desire that the misunderstandings regarding the agreement of March lst 
should be cleared up and suggesting that in view of the intention of the 
U.S.A. to maintain the standard of capital ship units at 35,000 tons, France 
and Italy should consider, before laying down ships of 23,333 tons, whether 
it was advisable to build a type which in 1936 (when construction was 


resumed by the three principal Powers) would have automatically lost its 
value. It also suggested that when the question of the replacement of 
over-age tonnage came up Italy should point out that she had eliminated 
a large number of units after the war without replacing them, whereas 
France had kept old vessels in service even when dismantled and now claimed 
the right to replace them. 


League of Nations. 

May 6th.—The Secretariat received the instrument of ratification by the 
French Government of the Commercial Convention of March 24th, 1930. (‘This 
was the 13th Government to ratify.) 

The Financial Committee opened its 41st session and began the examina- 
tion of the text of the draft Convention, Charter and Statutes for the 
International Agricultural Mortgage Company prepared by the Delegation 
of Eight and adopted by the sub-committee of the Commission of Enquiry 
for European Union. 

May 1\th.—The Committee of Thirteen appointed to draft a Convention 
to strengthen the means to prevent war held its opening meeting and was 
presided over by M. Politis. 

The Secretariat issued the text of a communication from the German 
Government, dated April 25th, relating to the position of armaments and 
containing model tables for the publication of particulars of all countries 
armaments. Also the text of a Note from the Soviet Government dated 
April 25th. embodying their reservations regarding participation in the 
Disarmament Conference and questioning the system of collecting information 
as to the position of armaments in the various countries. 

May 14th.—The Committee appointed to discuss methods for strengthening 
the means of preventing war adopted unanimously (Japan abstaining) a draft 
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Convention. The Polish and Yugoslav delegations made reservations to the 
effect that they considered the Convention inadequate, as no mention was 
made of a violation of international agreements. Among the sixteen Articles 
one provided that the contracting parties undertook in the event of a dispute 
to accept measures of a non-military character which the Council might 
recommend, and in case of a threat of war, they undertook to comply, without 
delay, with such measures as the Council might prescribe. The Council 
might also fix lines beyond which the armed forces of the parties might not 
pass. Should war break out in consequence of a violation of the measures 
prescribed, this was to be regarded as prima facie evidence that the party 
concerned had resorted to war within the meaning of Article 16 of the 
Covenant. 

May 15th.—The Commission of Inquiry into European Union met and 
adopted M. Motta’s report on the organisation of the proposed Union, for 
submission to the League Assembly in September. It contained the details 
of the proposed form of constitution, which transformed the existing Com- 
mission into a permanent advisory Commission of the League, with power to 
appoint ad hoc committees. It was to report to the Council and the Assembly 
and might invite the participation of non-League and non-European countries. 
It then decided to admit the Free City of Danzig to take part in its work. 

May 16th.—M. Briand opened the session of the European Commission 
by welcoming the delegations of the Soviet Union, Turkey, Iceland and 
Danzig. Herr Curtiusthen opened the debate by stating the case for regional 
Customs Unions. All the attempts to make general agreements had failed, 
and he advocated proceeding from the particular to the general by forming 
(Customs Unions between groups of two or more countries which would 
ultimately be merged into a European Union. One of the chief causes of the 
economic crisis, he said, was the multiplication of small economic territories ; 
by the Peace settlement 12,500 miles had been added to the economic frontiers, 
also 13 additional currencies and 9 additional territories and tariffs. He 
declared himself ready to negotiate with any State, great or small, with a view 
to the formation of a Customs Union. 

M. Briand then pointed out that France maintained her opposition to the 
proposed Austro-German scheme. Tariffs were not a cause of the economic 
crisis, but an effect. Everything should be avoided that disturbed the peoples 
of Europe and nothing should be done that was not allowed by the Treaties 
and international conventions. He admitted that “‘ certain joint efforts ”’ 
had failed, but this was no reason for abandoning the hope of a general 

igreement. He was against particularism, and France could not accept the 
Austro- German compact as a basis. 

M. Briand’s statement was supplemented by two memoranda, circulated 
among the delegations. The first contained constructive proposals, consisting 
of a co-ordination of all the measures already suggested in League com- 


missions and elsewhere. There was also an offer of financial help to Austria. 


I The second set out to show that the proposed union would violate inter- 
national law and that it would not be for the advantage of Austria, or of 


other States, which would find themselves virtually barred from German and 


; Austrian markets. 


M. Poncet made a detailed statement of French policy during which he 
said his Government was prepared to revise some of their existing tariffs, 
They did not wish to see Europe divided into a series of economic groups. 
‘8 it was impossible to separate economic from political considerations. 

May 18th.—The Council held its opening meeting of the 63rd Session, with 
Herr Curtius in the chair, and dealt with the Austro-German project for a 
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Customs Union. Mr. Henderson proposed that the juridical question shoul 
be referred to the Permanent Court of International Justice for an advisor 
opinion, and to this both the German and Austrian representatives agreed. 

Dr. Schober then called attention to the French memorandum re the projec: 
and said that Austria must be allowed to judge for herself whether the econonir 
agreement would be to her advantage or not. He rebutted the charge 
undue secrecy in negotiation, and said Austria had no intention of abdicating 
her independence. In reply to a question by Mr. Henderson, he assured hin 
that the negotiations had actually been suspended pending the judgment ¢ 
the Permanent Court. 

M. Briand then read out a statement repeating the French objections to the 
scheme, in reply to which Herr Curtius quoted instances in which Custon 
agreements had not deprived one of the parties of its independence. He aly 
said that the acceptance of the British proposal did not mean that Germany 
agreed that it might later be permissible to discuss whether the scheme woult 
be a disturbing factor. They could not abdicate the right to go on with i 
just because it seemed undesirable to a third party. 

Signor Grandi said Italy would like to see the project for a tariff truce take 
up again. 

Speaking at the meeting of the Commission of Enquiry, Litvinoff sail 
the Soviet Government was ready to take part in an international conferene: 
aiming at the abolition of dumping. He also submitted a resolution 


recognising the existence of the two economic systems—that of capitalisn ff 


and that of the Soviets. Dumping, he said, resulted from the capitalis 
system. It was not a question of low prices ; dumping was the policy ¢ 
high monopolist prices on home markets and cut prices for export trac, 
made possible by high protectionist duties. Russia was only affected by the 
world depression indirectly, since her social conditions made it possible t 
sell agricultural products more cheaply than other countries. He suggested 
the removal of differences of prices between the home and export markets, 
and compulsory sales on the home markets at prices not exceeding thos 
demanded abroad. All economic discriminations ought to be abolished 
and he said he would like to propose an economic pact of non-aggression. 
May 19th.—The Council adopted unanimously Mr. Henderson’s propos 
requesting an advisory opinion from the Permanent Court regarding tlt 
legality of the Customs Union scheme. During the discussion M. Brian¢, 
supported by the delegates of Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia, maintainei 
that Article 11 of the League Covenant gave them the right to bring up aly 
matter calculated to disturb peace and that the Austro-German propos! 
certainly came under that head. 

At a private meeting of the Council the presidency of the Disarmamet! 
Conference was unanimously offered to Mr. Henderson, who accepted 
principle. 

In the Commission of Enquiry into European Union, Mr. Henders0 
made a statement defining the attitude of the British Government. Afte 
referring to the many and varied causes of the economic depression which, hi 
said, could not be combated by any one nation’s action, he said he believe 
it to be possible for the Commission to find a programme of concerted actiol 
through the machinery of the League. With regard to the financial proposal 
put forward by France, he heartily endorsed their general principles, av! 
welcomed especially the proposals for tariff reductions. The principe! 
creditor countries were insisting on payment of debts, but refusing to accept 
the goods the debtors had to offer, and “ this consequence—namely, tariff 
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and payments of debts and the scramble for gold—is sapping the very 
foundations of our economic system.” Agricultural countries were being 
asked to pay in the gold they had not got instead of in the goods that they 
had. 

Mr. Henderson then suggested the creation of a sub-committee to lay before 
them proposals as to the procedure the Commission ought to adopt, and he 
concluded with an appeal that as regards the difference between France and 
Germany as to the Customs Union, they should resolve to reach a common 
plan by which agreement among them all should be restored; that they 
should enter on the negotiations before them with a resolute determination 
to find a plan, and “so let us finally establish that understanding on 
foundations that no future differences between us can ever shake.” 


Lithuania. 
May 6th.—Prolongation of Treaty of Friendship with the Soviet Union. 
(See U.S.S.R.) 


Norway. 

May 7th.—Following a defeat in the Chamber by 57 votes to 55 the 
Cabinet resigned. The cause was a resolution disapproving the Government’s 
action in granting a concession to a foreign company. 

May 8th.—The King asked the President of the Chamber, M. Kolstad, to 
form a new Government. 

May 11th.—M. Kolstad formed a Government, with Major Braadland as 


| Minister of Foreign Affairs. He took the Portfolio of Finance himself. 


Poland. 
May 13th.—Signature of Treaty in Brussels. (See Belgium.) 


Reparations. 

May 18th.—The Council of the Bank for International Settlements adopted 
the accounts for the financial year, which showed a profit of over 11 million 
francs (Swiss) or say, £450,000. The Council also decided that the Austrian 
National Bank should be enabled to rediscount commercial bills to the extent 
of 100 million schillings, if the need should arise owing to the difficulties of the 
Kreditanstalt. 

May 19th.—The first annual report of the Bank for International Settle- 
ments was issued at Basel, and covered the period from May 1930, when the 
Bank opened, until March 31st, 1931. Deposits now totalled 1,780 million 


» Swiss francs. A dividend of 6 per cent. was recommended. The first annual 
) general meeting was held and approved the report. 


Spain. 
May 6th.—The Minister of Finance authorised an increase in the note 


circulation of 200 million pesetas (say £4,500,000), making the total 


5,200 millions. (Based on the gold stock in the Bank of Spain the legal 
limit was 5,745 millions.) 

May 7th.—The Primate issued a Pastoral Letter making an appeal to 
Roman Catholics to vote in the elections for candidates who would uphold the 
rights and privileges of the Church. 

After a meeting of the Cabinet, the Minister of Foreign Affairs in a state- 


| ment to the press, said, “ As you have seen, the Primate advises people to vote 
' in favour of Monarchists and Roman Catholics in the coming elections.” 
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May &th. —The Minister of Justice issued a statement to the effect that the 
Government realised the gravity of the Pastoral Letter, which it regarded as 
of a political character and’expressing hostility to the republican régime, and 
was firmly resolved not to tolerate such proceedings. 

May 10th. Serious rioting occurred in Madrid owing to popular resentment 
at the manner in which Monarchist propaganda was being organised. The 
premises of the Royalist paper, the ABC, were attacked, and several people 
wounded. 

General Berenguer was released, the Court finding that there was no legal 
case against him. 

May 11th.—Martial Law was proclaimed in Madrid in consequence of 
serious rioting andincendiarism. Attacks were made on a number of Churches 
and Convents, seven of the latter being burned to the ground. (There were 
170 Convents in the capital.) According to a statement issued by the Cabinet 
the disturbances were the result of a plot in which elements desirous of 
restoring the Monarchy were céoperating with the Communists and other 
elements of the extreme Left in an attempt to discredit and destroy the 
Republican Government. 

Two newspapers, the ABC and the clerical El Debate, were officially 
suspended and the proprietor of the former was arrested. Demonstrators 
brought a petition to the Presidency demanding the re-arrest of General 
Berenguer and the disbanding of the Civil Guard, following which the Minister 
of Education informed a deputation that the arrest of the General had been 
ordered, as also the dismissal of the Supreme Military Court which had 
acquitted him, and the arrest of the Ministers of the Dictatorship. A second 
demonstration demanded proceedings against the Primate for having issued 
the Pastoral Letter. 

In an address to the nation by wireless, the Prime Minister assured it that 
order had been re-established, and that the Government guaranteed protection 
to all citizens. He paid a tribute to the Civil Guard, upon which, far from 
disbanding it, the Government counted to save the Republic. 

May 12th.—Serious disorders, accompanied by incendiarism, occurred at 
Seville, Cadiz, Malaga, Valencia, Alicante and Cordova. Several convents 
and monasteries were destroyed, as were also the premises of Royalist and 
Catholic newspapers. Martial Law was proclaimed at Seville and at Malaga, 
where the Bishop’s Palace was bombarded and set on fire, and several Churches 
gutted and pillaged. 

On the ground that the disturbances were due to a Monarchist plot, the 
authorities arrested a number of prominent Monarchists, and the Prosecutor 
of the Republic announced that he was collecting evidence which would 
justify proceedings against “ex King Alfonso ” also. 

The offices of ABC and El Debate were closed. 

May 13th.—Excesses were reported from a number of provincial centres 
and martial law was proclaimed at Granada, Cadiz and Valencia. At Malaga 
30 religious buildings were burnt, and further damage was also done at 
Seville and Cordova. 

The Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo, Primate of Spain, crossed the frontier 
into France and proceeded to Lourdes. 

At the Ateneo Club a motion outlining a programme for the Republic 
which included the creation of a dictatorship for the purpose of extirpating 
the Monarchy and the arrest and punishment of those responsible for illegal 
acts of the Directorate was defeated by 226 votes to 116. 
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(Grave disorders occurred at towns near Gibraltar, and a large number of 
refugees entered British territory, including the Bishop of Malaga. 

May 14th.—The Provisional Government issued a decree providing for 
the seizure of all the private property in Spain of King Alfonso, on the ground 
that, “ while exercising the tyrannical powers he assumed in 1923” he had 
taken advantage of his position to increase his private fortune by illegitimate 
means, of which there was stated to be sufficient evidence among the papers 
found in the Palace. 

The Chief of Police in Madrid resigned, as did also the Civil Governors 
of four Provinces. Thirty-five police officers were placed on half-pay, and 
the Commander of the Cordova Civil Guard was relieved of his office. 

May 15th.—It was understood that the Cabinet had decided to order the 
expulsion of the Jesuits from the country. 

The Bishop of Madrid issued a circular letter instructing priests and 
monks to “respect constituted power and obey it in order to maintain 
ACR . « « 

A formal protest from the Holy See was received by the Government 
against the acts of violence committed against Churches and religious 
institutions. 

All the Monarchists arrested during the riots were released except the 
proprietor of the ABC, Dr. Albinana, known as the “ Spanish Hitler,” 
and four others. 

May 17th.—Martial Law was proclaimed at Ceuta. 

Regulations were issued restricting operations on the Bourse. 

May 18th—The Bishop of Vittoria left the country at the request of 
the Government, which issued a Note stating that he had not heeded their 


previous warnings “regarding the danger both to himself and the Church 
of his persistence in mixing in political affairs.”’ 
The Cabinet decided to withdraw Martial Law in Madrid. 


Turkey. 

May 10th.—After he had outlined the Government.’s programme in the 
Grand National Assembly, Ismet Pasha secured a unanimous vote of 
confidence. 


The Congress of the Popular Party opened in Angora. 
U.S.S.R. 


May 6th.—A Protocol prolonging for five years the Treaty of Non- 
Aggression and Neutrality with Lithuania was signed in Moscow. (The 
Treaty was concluded on September 28th, 1926.) 

May 7th—Reports were current that the State Bank had, some days 
previously, stopped the supply of credit to more than half the State industrial 
enterprises in the Moscow district, and had declared its intention of giving 
no more financial support until they had re-organised their methods according 
to the financial policy inaugurated towards the end of March, 1931, by which 
piecework payment was instituted and enterprises were ordered to conclude 
— contracts among themselves, but not to depart from the planned 
mits. 

_ Anglo-Soviet Joint Committee’s report re impossibility of further progress 
in negotiations. (See Great Britain.) 

May 18th.—Litvinoff’s speech at Geneva re dumping. (See League of 
Nations.) 

Debate on Red propaganda in the House of Commons. (See Great Britain.) 
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A Note protesting against the hostile propaganda carried out jp 
Finland against the Soviet Government was handed to the Finnish Chargé 
d’Affaires. It held the Finnish Government responsible for the consequences 
and pointed out that it had not found it possible to take measures against 
a repetition of demonstrations against the Soviet Legation in Helsingfors. 

May 19th.—Note from Finnish Government re Ingrian deportations. 
(See Finland.) 


U.S.A. 

May 7th—Speaking at the meeting of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Herbert Houston put forward a suggestion that war debts 
should be reduced dollar for dollar with a proportionate reduction in the 
expenditure on armaments in Europe. 

May 9th.—The International Chamber of Commerce closed its session after 
adopting resolutions recording its conviction that war debts should be open 
to re-examination and recommending that armaments should be reduced, 
trade barriers removed, freedom given to private enterprise in business and 
Government expenditure be reduced. As regards the question of revision of 
war debts, the resolution stated that the observance of the principle of the 
integrity of obligations was not inconsistent with an impartial examination of 
the effects of these obligations upon international trade if warranted by 
changed economic conditions. “The proper factor for the readjustment of 
such indebtedness should be the present and probable future ability to pay, 
in determining which reasonable consideration should be paid to present and 
future earning capacity.” A resolution was also adopted recommending the 
calling of a conference on the silver problem. 

In a broadcast address Mr. Stimson pointed out that the Administration's 
policy towards Latin America was the same as that enunciated 25 year: 
previously by Elihu Root, when Secretary of State, i.e., that it was the 
established policy of the United States not to use its army and navy for the 
collection of debts. 

May 15th.—Following a statement made by the Under-Secretary of State 
that the Government would be willing to take part in an international silver 
conference, the Chinese Minister in Washington said that the Nanking Gover- 
ment was seriously considering the issuing of an invitation to such a conference. 


Yugoslavia. 

May &th.—Signature of contract for loan of one million frances. (Se 
France.) 

May 12th.—A Law was promulgated, to come into force on June 28th, for 
the stabilisation of the currency. (The dinar was to be fixed at a value equal 
to that of 26.5 milligrammes of pure gold ; 100 dinars would equal 9.13 Swiss 
francs). 
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Itl.—DOCUMENTS IN PERIODICALS. 


L’ Europe Nouvelle, dated May 9th, 1931. 

1. (A) Text of Soviet-German Agreement regarding orders to German 
Industry. April l4th, 1931. 

(p) List of American firms which have signed contracts for technical 


assistance. 


2, (A) Letter of the ceeashers Gonenel of the League of Nations to the 
Governments of Iceland, Turkey and the U.S.S.R. (inv iting them to partici i- 
pate in the Third Session of the Commission of Enquiry for European Union). 
\pril Ist, 1931. 

' (a) Reply of the Soviet Government. April 23rd, 1931. 
(c) Reply of the Turkish Government. April 25th, 1931. 
(D) Reply of the Secretary-General. April 29th, 1931. 


|’ Europe Nouvelle, dated May 16th, 1931. 

Extracts from the sixth volume of French Official Documents on the 
origins of the War :— 

1. The Moroccan Question. 

2. The Far-Eastern Question. 

3. The Bagdad Railway. 
— Gesprache for April, 1931. 

1) Text of Protocol of March 19th, 1931, containing the preliminary 

iat nt on the Austro-German Customs Union. 

(2) Texts of Notes exchanged, Dr. Curtius and Dr. Schober. March 19th, 
1931. 

(3) Text of Article 80 of Treaty of Versailles, of Article 88 of Treaty of 
St. Germain, and of the Geneva Protocol (No. 1) of 1922 

(4) Text ‘of Speech by Mr. Stimson, Secretary of State, on the policy of the 
United States in Latin-America. February 6th, 1931. 


IV.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 
1931 


May 24th-28th Fifteenth Plenary Congress of International 
Federation of Leagues of Nations 
Societies - Budapest. 
25th-30th First International Congress on Religious 
Psychology ae Vienna. 
27th *Conference on Limitation of Drug Manu- 
facture .. Geneva. 
27th *Permanent Committee for Inland Naviga- 
tion 8 . Geneva. 
27th-30th International Congress of Bakers .. Budapest. 
28th *15th Session of International Labour 
Conference Geneva. 
28th *Advisory and Technical Committee for 
Communications and Transit Geneva 
29th *Fiscal Committee .. .. Geneva. 
31st Employees’ Trades Union Congress .. Vienna. 
Ist-3rd Congress of Federal Union of Employees . Paris. 
ist-5th 13th International Housing and Town- 
planning Congress Berlin. 
2nd *Gold Delegation of the Financial Committee Geneva. 
3rd *Mixed Committee on Taxation of a 
Newspapers Geneva. 
5th-8th 15th International Agricultural Congress . Prague, 
7th International Trade Union Women’s 
Committee ‘a .. Lausanne. 
»  8th-14th International Hospital Congress i .. Vienna, 
» 9th *Permanent Mandates Commission .. Geneva. 
» 17th World Zionist Congress ve Carlsbad. 


* League of Nations and International abou Office. 
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1981. 
June 18th 
» 21st 
21st 


21st-25th. 


23rd. 


22nd-25th 


» 25th? 
29th 
J une 29th 
to 
July 3rd 
July 
ja 3rd 


7th-15th 


20th 
20th 


23rd-29th 
24th-30th 


25th 
29th | 


to 
Aug. 8th f 
Aug. 


t. 
»,  14th-18th 


» 26th 
Oct. 18th 
to 


Nov. 3rd 
Nov. 


1932. 

Jan. 25th 

Feb. 2nd 

July 25th | 
to 


Aug. 6th | 
Aug. 


Nov. 
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*Economic Comm ittee 
Annual Congress of Rotary International 
Annual Congress of P.E.N. Clubs .. * 
Ninth International Congress of Publishers 
Congress of International Cotton Federa- 
tion om 
International 
Children 
*Economic Consultative Committee 
*Conference on Rural Hygiene oe 


2nd International Congress of speed “ 
Science and Technology oe 


International Radiological Congress ° 
Congress of Universities of the Empire... 


Conference on African 


28th Universal Peace Congress 
*Permanent Committee on Arts and ‘Letters 
Meeting of International Aeronautical 
Federation 
*Plenary Session of Committee on Intellectual 
Coéperation ‘ 
Interim Conference of International Law 
Association - 
Sixth Biennial International Conference of 
Leaders of Boy Scout Movement : 
a  eenbes Education Confer- 


Conmmians of the Labour and Socialist Inter- 
national ot 


World Rover Scout Moot .. 


2nd Triennial Congress of International 
Industrial Relations Association 
*Permanent Central Opium Board .. 
International Geographical Congress 
*64th Session of the Council % 
*12th Session of the Assembly 
7th International Gealeecenn of Industrial 
Psychology 
Triennial Congress of World Alliance for 
International Friendship through ~~ 
Churches 
Meeting of Inter-Parliamentary Union 
2nd International Congress of Comparative 
Pathology .. 
*Fourth General Conference on Communica- 
tions and Transit ee oo ee 


Conference of Institute of Pacific Relations 


*Conference on enone Smoking in the Far 
East oe > oe is 


*65th Session of the League Council 
*The Disarmament Conference 


World’s Grain Conference 


6th World Conference of the new i 


Fellowship 
Universal Congress * of Religious Forces 
for Peace » 


* League of Nations and I seemnattonih Labour Office. 


Geneva. 
Vienna. 
The Hague, 
Paris, 
Paris. 
Geneva. 
yeneva, 
Geneva. 


London. 
Paris. 
London and 
Edinburgh. 
Brussels, 
Geneva. 
Bucharest, 
Geneva. 
London. 
Vienna. 
London. 
Vienna. 
Kandersteg. 
Amsterdam, 
Geneva. 
Paris. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Moscow. 
Cambridge. 
Bucharest. 
Paris. 
Geneva. 


Hangchow, 


Bangkok. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Regina, 
Canada. 


France. 


Washington. 
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